[RECORD STOCKHOLDER LETTERHEAD]
BY FEDERAL EXPRESS


August 26, 2005

Providian Financial Corporation

201 Mission Street

San Francisco, California  94105

Attn:  Corporate Security

Re:  Demand for Appraisal – Proposed Merger of
       Providian  Financial Corporation with Washington 
       Mutual Inc.

Gentlepersons:


Pursuant to Section 262 of the Delaware Corporation Law, the undersigned record holder of _____ shares of Common Stock of Providian Financial Corporation (“Shares”) hereby demands appraisal of the Shares in connection with the above-referenced proposed merger.

Future correspondence on this matter should be directed to ______________________ with copy to the attention of ____________________________________________________.







Very truly yours,

[Sign Exactly As Name Appears on Certificate]
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